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A Brief Guide to Using the Internet

What is the Internet?

The Internet is a large computer network linking smaller computer networks
worldwide. This network allows information to be transferred between computers
and allows anyone with access to the Internet to find information from millions of
different sources around the world. The Internet is a vast source of information
that is constantly changing and expanding.

The most popular free Internet service is the World Wide Web (WWW). The
World Wide Web allows people to look at information easily by using ‘Hyper
Text Transfer Protocol” (HTTP). HTTP is a set of rules for exchanging
information on the Internet. It performs the search and retrieve functions for
information.

Each page of information on theWWW has its own unique address which makes
it possible both for individual users and Internet search engines to find
information. Within the hypertext on www pages are ‘hyper-links’: text or
images which, when clicked on with a mouse, will let the user move from
webpage to webpage.

Once you are connected to the Internet, you can use an Internet “browser” to

look for information on the WWW. A browser is a program that lets you locate
and view web pages. The most widely used browser is Internet Explorer.
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Understanding URLS

Each page of information on the world-wide-web has a unique address, called a
URL (‘Uniform Resource Locator’). The URL is displayed in the address
window at the top of the screen. In the example below, the URL for the PacLlII
website is displayed:

<3 Pacific Islands Legal Information Institute - Pacific Law - Microsoft Internet Explorer, provided by Emalus Campus

File Edit iew Faworites  Tools  Help
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Address féj hktp: f frma, pachii orgy

TIP:

The parts of a URL

Here is a sample address: http://www.pngjudiciary.gov.pg

o http:// - All Internet addresses start with these letters. They stand for
‘hypertext transfer protocol’.

e WWW - Stands for ‘World Wide Web’ and generally follows the
‘http://”.

« pngjudiciary - This part of the address will often describe the site
content or owners. In this case, this is the site of the PNG Supreme Court
and National Court.

e (JOV - The next part of the address will tell the browser what kind of site
itis. Common examples include:

‘.gov’ — government;

‘.edu’ — educational institute;

‘.com’ — commercial;

‘.0rg’ — organisation;

‘.net’ — network services — often used by commercial sites or sites

that do not easily fit into the other categories.

e PQg - This is a country locator address. It shows what country the site
comes from. Sites from the United States do not contain a country locator
address. Several examples of country abbreviations:

0 ‘.au’ - Australia

o “.fr’ —France
o0 ‘.vu’—Vanuatu
o]

O O0O0O0O0

‘.nz’ — New Zealand
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TIP:

The Anatomy of a Web Site

A website is a group of web pages all sharing the same basic URL. Each website
contains a homepage, which is the first document users see when they enter the
site. The site might also contain additional documents and files.

If you mapped a website, it might look something like this:
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You can see that the homepage is the first point of entry into the site. From the
homepage, it is possible to navigate to other pages by clicking on hyperlinks.
Each web page is connected to another and this is what forms the site.

Each web page must have its own address. However, each page in a site will
always contain the “root address” or the URL of the homepage. For example, the
URL for PacLIl is: http://www.paclii.org . However, if you wanted to access
the Pacific Islands Treaty Series (PITS) page within the PacLIl site, you would
have to type the following URL: http://www.paclii.org/pits/

Moving around the Internet

There are a number of different ways to move from website to website, and most
people use a combination of methods. How you go about finding information
will depend on how much you know about the information you are looking for!

If you already know the Address...

Type the address of the site in the Address bar at the top of your browser and
press ENTER or click on “GO” with your mouse.
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Example:

File Edt Wview Favortes Toaks Help

OBECK ] ﬂ &LI Wl ) seach 7 Favorites (2 - &3 -

Address | @] hitp: fwwn, google.com v| B

‘Browsing’

Browsing is the term used to describe the action of finding sites by simply
following hyperlinks. Text that is linked to other text (“hyperlinks’) appears in a
special colour and/or style and is often underlined.

For example, on the PacLll site, hyperlinks that have never been used by the
person currently using the site are blue in colour and underlined. However,
hyperlinks that have already been used are brown in colour.

ol
Q’i}
‘ An mihative of the University of the South Pacific Schoel of Law
to promote access to Pactfic law
! Tip: To search individual PacLIl databases go to
Full Search Forn [Search Help]
B pacl.l DATABASES News & Additions
Last updaied 22 December 2006
o American Samoa
» Cook Islands PacLII - Job opportunities
» Commonwealth of the Morthern Iariana Islands
» Federated States of Micronesia « Editor Judzments (Hard Copy)
o Fiit Islands e IT Assistant Manager
o Guam
o Hinibati New Feedback Pages -
o DIdarshall Islands
» Ianm Feedback is important to PacLil Take a look at our new and improved:
o Mme
o Mouvelle-Calédone e Feedback Page: Quickly and easily sive us yow comments, questions or suggestions
s Palay « Report an Fivor Page: Alert PacLIl to any eirors vou find through this simple form.
o Papua New Guinea
« Pitcairn Island Solomon Islands -
» Samoa
o Solemon Islands s Rules - Discussion paper 1
o Tokelay « Rules - Discussion paper 2
» Tonga « Rules - Exposure Draft
T 1.

To access the text connected to a link, simply click on that text with the mouse
pointer.

&A hyperlink can also be a picture or a 3D image.

TIP:
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Basic Internet Navigation

File Edit Wiew Favorites Tools  Help

OBack - | ) = ﬂ \ELI | s Search 7. Favorites ‘6-“ .

These four icons provide the basic navigation methods of the Web:

o Oee- BACK: Goes back to the previous page accessed. Can be used
successively to ‘step backwards’ through the pages you have accessed
previously.

.
o OFORWARD: If you have come to a page by using to the Back
button, forward will return you to your previous page.

x

o ‘—LI STOP: If a page is taking too long to appear, STOP will stop it
loading. You may then need to use BACK to go back to the page you
came from.

o * HOME: The HOME icon takes you to whatever URL (e.g.
http://www.paclii.org/) is set as your browser’s home page.

The ‘Refresh’ Button

\ELI Occasionally, you might have problems seeing a page or a page might take a
long time to load. By clicking on your ‘Refresh’ button this problem may be
solved. Refresh is also away of viewing recent updates to pages.

The History List

&

~ The addresses of pages you have accessed during your current Internet
session are kept in the History List. Instead of using BACK and FORWARD
successively you can go in ‘one jump’ to any of the pages in the History List. The
History List is retained even if you close your browser.
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Internet Extras

Saving web documents

In order to save web pages to your computer, you must select ‘File/Save As’ from

the menu, and specify to where the document is to be saved on your computer.

(N Edit  View Favorites  Tools  Help

Mews r Y
Open... Cr+O
Edit with Microsoft Word

o

2l Pacific Islands Legal Information Institute - Pacific Law - Microsoft Internet Explorer. provided by Emalus Campus
"») Sz :W\" Favorites {£2) - ~

Go o &) B ~ ¥ Bookmarksw Eh77blocked P Check = % Autolink -

| Send to~

e
Print... Chrlp ‘I
Prink Previsw. .. [
Send 3
Import and Export. ..

Properties
wiork Offline

Close

An intative of the Tmiversity of the South Pacific School of Law

to promote access to Pacific law

B Tip: To search individual PacLIl databases go to

You will then have to choose a format in which to save your document. You

have the following four choices:

« Web Page, complete

This will save a complete copy of the document exactly as represented on the screen.
However, all the images will be stored in a separate folder. If you erase this folder, your
copy will no longer be valid. You cannot edit this format.

« Web Archive, single file

This will save an exact “mirror” copy of the case which will include all logos and

images. You cannot edit this format.
« Web Page, HTML only

This will save an exact text copy of what you see on the screen; however you will not be
able to see any logos or images that are included with the text. You cannot edit this

format.
. TextFile

This will save a simple, text-only version of the case which can be opened with any text
editor [like Microsoft Word]. You can edit this format.

r —
Save Web Page @El
Save in: | (2} Desktop - * [~
5 BMV Documents
:a _é My Computer
My Recent \JJMY Metwork Places
Documents Eu) My Computer
= E||—_'|My Documents
L'% % Shartcut ko psc on ‘PacLIT Server (piin. vanuatu.usp.ac. f)' (V)
Desktop [52) Shortcut ta SPECIAL PROJECTS, RESEARCH AND TRAINING
|52 Staff_Stuff
\ My Documents
‘,,'] JVLISC 1; [1980-1394] Van LR 11 [SJuly 1981) ¥
-
tyw Metwork, ‘“Web Page. complete [*.htm:" htrl] » Cancel
) “wieb Page, complate [* htm;™ himl]
Encoding: “wieb Archive, single file [ mht]
wi'eh Page, HTML only " hirn™ himl
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Printing web documents

To print web pages use the "Print" function of your browser or open up the File
menu and click on “Print.” The documents have already been formatted to print
correctly onto A4 sheets of paper. /

§-8 Edit ‘iew Favoribes Tools  Help

[ew [
Qpen... Chrl+0 l_l- rd
Edit with Microsaft Ward

- a .
! #Fearch 7 Favorites -5-‘
[ s

i WLIC K 2006]
Go u{if_f_l E]' - ﬁ Bookmarks+ E

Page Setup...
Uatabages] [WotldIIT] [Bearch] [Feedback)

Prink Presview. ..

Send ' irt of Appeal of

Import and Expart, ..

Save As,..

Gl == court of Appeal of Vanuaty =» 2008 Co
'ark OFfline

,_Cl_':.'.sf_ g L1 | [ BB CENE Diecizions | [Help ]

You can also print web pages that you have saved on your computer. If you
saved the document in the text format, you can open it in Microsoft Word. Print
the document by choosing “Print” in the Microsoft Word File menu. If you have
save in another format, open the document and choose “Print” from the File
menu.

Bookmarks or Favourites

n
¢ Favorites
[l ]

Once you have been using the Internet for a while, you will find sites
that you will want to return to. By adding the site URLs to your ‘Favorites’
folder, you will be able to return to them whenever you need to.

Simply click on the ‘Favorites’ icon on your browser’s tool bar when you are at
the page you want to save and choose ‘add to favourites’ or ‘Bookmark’.
Browsers also allow you to organise your bookmarks into folders so that you can
build a library of important links under various subject headings.
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